
 
     BUCKLAND FILLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 

     Meeting Minutes 
     Community Day Centre, West Heanton  

    Thursday 5th September 2024, 7.30pm 
Present, Cllr Nethercott (Vice Chair), Cllr Davies, Cllr Salter, District Cllr Cottle-Hunkin, 

 Selina Woollacott (Clerk)  
 
1. Apologies. Cllr Bond, Cllr Balsdon, County Cllr Saywell, PCSO Baker.  
 
Cllr Nethercott Chaired the meeting.  

 
2. Declarations of interest, Councillorsto declare any interests in matters on the agenda. None. 
 
3. Open Session for members of the public to speak. 
3.1) Discussion of matters raised by members of the public. No members of the public present.  
 
4. Reports  
4.1) Report from County Councillor Saywell. The following report was read out by the Clerk.  
Apologies I cannot be with you this evening as I’m attending DCC Full Council in Exeter and am unlikely to be back 
in time for your meeting. Please find my report below: 
Family Hubs – The Council has formally agreed to proceed with the Family Hub provision and change the way 
Children’s Centres operate. As previously discussed this will move the service away from a limited and targeted 
approach to a universal offer. Discussions over the future use of the Children’s Centre building in Torrington continue 
and from the discussions I have had with Officials I know they are keen to build links with the wider community as the 
new Family Hub model should provide more support for parents and families in Torrington Rural. One of the areas 
highlighted during the consultation has been childcare provision and the thinking has been that the existing building 
could be remodeled to provide a child care facility in the town, but those discussions are continuing and I will keep 
the Council updated once a definitive decision is made. 
 Local Highways Matters – The Dragon Patcher should have been back on the road past West Heanton to carry out 
the remedial works. They haven’t done the section running down the hill to Horseshoe Bridge as it was found last 
time the steep gradient wasn’t ideal for this kind of treatment. However, the Neighbourhood Highways Officer is 
looking to carry out some serviceability patching here instead. 
Road from Furze House to Sedgewell Cross – This is on the list to be Dragon Patched next. Timing TBC but I am 
hoping we can get this done before the weather turns… 
Devolution – We are still awaiting news from the new Government as to how they wish to proceed with the 
Devolution Deal. My understanding is that the new Government has made it very clear to Plymouth that they have to 
choose a partner – either Cornwall or Devon – to work with and that they cannot have a separate devolution deal on 
their own… We will wait to see how these machinations play out. Again my understanding is that they want a 
decision this month. 
 As all the legal documentation etc. is ready to go before Parliament, I would hope that even if Plymouth do not wish 
to rejoin with Devon, we can get the statutory instruments approved in Parliament and then work with the 
Government on any potential changes they want to make to the Combined Authority. 
Summer Holiday Activities and Food – Holiday activities and food for children who receive free school meals were 
provided again over the summer holidays. Funded by the Department for Education, DCC teamed up with over 100 
different activity providers across Devon to offer more than 30,000 places to children aged five to 16 years old, who 
receive benefit-related free school meals.   
That’s it for this month. September is likely to be very busy, anything you need me to look into please let me know. 

 
 4.2) Report from District Councillor.  Cllr Cottle- Hunkin gave the following report. 
At the most recent Full Council meeting on 15th July, we adopted a large number of strategies related to economic 
development.The first one was the Torridge Place Story. This has already been adopted by the Torridge Place Board. 
It highlighted the opportunities in Torridge including Clean Maritime, Green Energy, Aquaculture, Innovative 
Agriculture, Creative and Digital Industries, and A Year-Round Sustainable Visitor Economy. 
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We also adopted the North Devon and Torridge Economic Strategy. This sets out a vision for our economic future. It 
will help inform our policy and new local plan. It identifies 5 key sectors with net zero at the heart. There has been 
input from both councils (North Devon and Torridge), business leaders, and Universities in Devon. 
We also had an X-Links consultation response as a council. As you’re probably all aware, these are the 4,000km 
sub-sea cables bringing solar energy from Morocco. The process is likely to go on for another 2 years. We are a host 
authority and key consultee, and we are working closely with DCC on this. We are establishing a working group to 
consider the community benefit package associated with this large infrastructure project. The council is taking 
guidance from Suffolk and Essex Councils who are also going through NSIPs (Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects). 
We then adopted the Torridge Productivity Plan. This highlights the challenges including rurality and connectivity and 
the barriers preventing progress. This was written for central government based on the previous government and 
“leveling up”. It will all still be useful and remains relevant, however we’re unsure of exactly what is happening now in 
terms of the Torridge “leveling up” partnership now that we have a new government in place…  
LGA Corporate Peer Challenge feedback. The LGA team met with 85 individuals related to the council including 
Councillors, staff and external partners. There were 30 workshops. It’s not considered to be an “inspection”, but a 
“critical friend” approach, providing assurance and assistance to improve what we’re doing. Key findings (positive): 
- we’re ambitious 
- we understand Torridge’s challenges 
-we have a highly regarded economic development team 
- we proactively engage with partners 
Recommendations (concerns): 
- member development and behaviour, low attendance at workshops 
- capacity to deliver strategic plan and major projects (huge amount of work) 
- review of procedures 
-  financial sustainability and savings plans 
- need clearer performance measures for climate change 
- review of HR policies following reported inconsistencies 
A review is scheduled by LGA Feb 2025. 
Government increase in housing plan. For the new target to be met, this would mean 528 new houses a year for 
Torridge. This is a 35% increase on the current target. This presents a huge challenge, particularly on where this 
development should happen. It was discussed whether there is the workforce for this to even be possible (lack of 
builders/trademen). Cllr Davis commented,  Holsworthy has seen an increase in housing, but the doctor’s surgery is 
now at capacity and unable to cope with the number of patients the schools are full. There are not enough jobs in the 
area for more people to live here. Cllr Salter asked what happens if the target is not hit. Planning that goes to appeal 
is more likely to be granted, and the local plan still needs to plan for the number of houses imposed on us by central 
government. 
Dentistry. A joint meeting with North Devon Council was held to discuss the lack of Dentists in the area. Children not 
being able to see a dentist. Lack of dentists and Dental nurses.  
One Northern Devon. This has been running for 10 years. The main idea behind it is that “prevention is better than 
cure”. Highlighted the importance of making sure houses aren't  cold and damp. Loneliness and rural isolation is an 
issue in the area. In a recent report Torridge came out as the least physically active district in Devon which needs 
looking into. They have lots of projects for example they are working with Nursing Homes to get people out and 
about on trips. Working with A&E on how to cut back and help the repeat A&E visitors who don't need to be at A&E 
through their FLOW project working with multiple agencies including the police 

 
4.3) Report from PCSO Baker. Following report read out by the Clerk.  
Logs and crimes for the past two months (July & August) are as follows: 
Crimes – 0 
Logs – 1 road traffic collision, 2 abandoned calls. 
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5. Approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 4th July 2024. The minutes were emailed to all 
Councillors prior to the meeting. All Councillors agreed the minutes are an accurate record of the meeting. Cllr 
Nethercott signed the minutes.  

 
6. Urgent matters raised by the Chairperson which are not included in the agenda. None. 
 
7. Clerk’s Report. No report.  
 
8. Website. Due to holiday commitments, Cllr Bond and Clerk have not yet got together to complete updates on the 
website. Cllr Bond has started to update the site.  

 
9. Parish Council Risk Policy. I (clerk) have completed a Risk Assessment/Management document on the Parish 
Council. This is linked to the new Financial Regulations. It has raised a few points and policies which need reviewing 
which will be reviewed over the next 2 months ready for the November meeting.  

 
10. Finance 
10.1) Bank Account Balance and update on accounts.  
On the 5th August 2024 the bank account balance was £12,516.91 
One outstanding cheque to be presented. £40 ICO annual fee. 
Cheques on the agenda total to £0 
The account holds £1,067.22 of P3 money. 
This leaves a useable balance of £11,409.69 
10.2) Invoices to be paid. No invoices to be paid.   
 
11. Village Hall Roof. No update on the Hall roof. Cllr Cottle- Hunkin asked what is wrong with the roof?. Councillors 
explained the situation to her, and that the Parish Council are thinking about Granting funds towards the cost of a 
new roof/work on the roof.   

 
12. Planning. 
12.1) Review of Planning Applications in Buckland Filleigh and adjoining parishes. None. 
12.2) Planning Decisions. None. 
 
13. Footpaths and Roads 
13.1) Dragon Patching. Cllr Saywell updated the Council in his report on planned dragon patching work. The work 
completed on the Galmington Road has been completed well and residents are happy with the work. The Parish 
Council are interested to see how it will last over the winter when the water runs and freezes on it. Clerk to ask Cllr 
Saywell, if there are any drainage works planned on the Galmington road.  

13.2) Repairs on Footpaths. Bridge and hedge trimming. The bridge has been repaired, waiting for the invoice. 
Summer cutting is taking place on footpaths. Over the next few months the Clerk will ask local walkers to check the 
Buckland Filleigh footpaths for any work that needs completing. Funding can be applied for in February.   

13.3) Grit Bins. Clerk will check the grit bins in the Parish over the next month to make sure they are accessible, full, 
stable and not full of water. Any issues will be reported to DCC Highways to be fixed before winter.  

 
14. Correspondence email to Councillors prior to the meeting.  
Notification of Road Closure – Work Ref: LM601KR10866700 on Road from Filleighmoore Gate to Hembury Gate, 
Sheepwash. South West Water has applied for a road closure to complete utility works from near Hembury Gate to 
near Ashburton House. These works, subject to approval from Devon Highways, will take place between 25/09/2024 
and 27/09/2024. 
  

15. Matters for inclusion in the next meeting.  
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 7th November 2024 at 7.30pm 
Review Discipline and Grievance Policy, Review Code of Conduct, Half year accounts.  
 
Meeting Closed 8.14pm 

 
    Selina Woollacott, Buckland Filleigh Parish Clerk.  

Email: bucklandfilleighparishclerk@gmail.com     Telephone: 01409 281280 
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